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1 Pollitzer and A. Marguerite Smith. 


National Council Meets 
The National Council of the National Woman's Party met, May 5, in the garden of the Washington headquarters to plan 


the final activities of the campaign to secure Equal Rights for men and women in the nationality laws through the passage 
by the Senate of the Equal Nationality Bill. The House had passed the Bill unanimously on April 25. 


In the picture, reading from left to right, are: Seated— Jane Norman Smith, Doris Stevens, Mrs. John J. White, Sarah T. 
Colvin, National Chairman; Mrs. Harvey W. Wiley, Alice Paul, and Edith Houghton Hooker; standing—Dora G. Ogle, 
Alma Lutz, Laura Berrien, Nina Allender, Rebekah Greathouse, Elsie Hill, Maud Younger, Florence Bayard Hilles, Anita 
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OBJECT OF THE WOMAN’S PARTY 


The object of this organization shall be 

to secure for women complete equality 

with men under the law and in all human 
relationships. 


THE LUCRETIA MOTT AMENDMENT 

“Men and women shall have Equal Rights 

throughout the United States and every 
place subject to its jurisdiction.” 


“Congress shall have power to enforce 
this article by appropriate legislation.“ 


Senate Joint Resolution Number 1 
House Joint Resolution Number 1 


Introduced in the Senate March 10, 1933, 
by Senator JOHN G. TOWNSEND, Delaware. 


Introduced in the House March 9, 1933, 
by REPRESENTATIVE Louis LUDLOW, Indiana. 


Rights 


Stand Fast 


E DO not for one moment believe that the Equal Nationality Bill | 


will not be passed by the Senate and signed by the President. There's 


many a slip, however, between the cup and the lip, and facts must be 


faced. Among them, that the unanimous passage of the Bill by the House, 


even in the face of the encomiums heaped upon it during the discussion that 


preceded the vote, does not per se guarantee its passage by the Senate. 
As a matter of fact, one vote in opposition can defeat the measure, making 
necessary the wearisome repetition of weeks and months of anxiety, work 


and expense, involved in the writing of letters and telegrams and the inter- 
viewing of Senators by individuals and delegations, winning over committees — 


first and then approaching — the entire membership of both House and 
Senate. 

In contrast, if any additional spur is required, we need only consider the 
glorious prospect that will follow the passage of the Bill. It will, first of all, 
assure the passage of the Equal Nationality Treaty adopted at Montevideo 
and now before the Senate for ratification. The Senate could hardly, 
logically, pass the Equal Nationality Bill without at the same time giving 
its approval to the Equal Nationality Treaty, making the United States a 
party to a solemn international compact for the realization in the Americas 


of equal nationality rights between men and women. 


European women also will have cause to rejoice—see the letter of Helen 


A. Archdale to Doris Stevens on page 120—since the leaven that will lighten 


the burden of inequality and injustice that bows down the women of America 


in Europe, and enn also set free the women of Asia, Australia and 
Africa. 

And can there be any question that the adoption of the Equal Nationality 
Treaty will also speedily bring about the adoption of the Equal Rights Treaty, 
and passage of the Equal N saps Bill that also of the Lucretia Mott Equal 
Rights Amendment? 

The spirits of our foremothers who struggled long and hard to reach the 


shining goal that lies within our grasp, the spirits yet unborn of generations 


that will come after us—men and women of all ages—are pleading with us to 


de steadfast and tenacious. What if for lack of the vote of one Senator, the 


battle should be lost? It must not be. In the next few days an issue will be 
decided that should N the course of history. 


1 


Vieilance 


IOLOGISTS tell us that, if living creatures do not make use of a bodily 
B member, an arm or a leg, for example, they will in time lose the power 
to use it. This is true likewise of mental abilities. The musician, the 
linguist, the artist, must be constantly practicing their arts to enable hand or 
brain, or both, to retain their skill and aptitudes. 

Spiritual powers are in the same class. Unless we live and move and 
have our being in an eternal striving for freedom and more freedom, we shall 
gradually lose the rights we have. 

Of course, it is perfectly preposterous to think that the Nineteenth, or 
Susan B. Anthony, or Suffrage, Amendment could ever be repealed. American 
women and justice-loving men are not as supine as all that, and will fight 
until the breath leaves their bodies for this fundamental right. As the same 
time, even the barest suggestion of repeal—silly as it is—affects us disagree- 
ably. Even if we remind ourselves that America is not Germany, and the 
idea of Hitlerism is the direct antithesis of Americanism, we cannot help 
recalling that Equal Rights was written into the German Constitution and 
that it is not yet written into the Constitution of the United States. | 

The broadcaster over a certain radio chain, who recently mentioned the 
possibility of repeal of the Nineteenth Amendment, may have been “spoofing.” 
He says he was. But there were those even among our own members who 
took him seriously enough to protest, and but for whose protests they and 
many others might still believe that forces were actually at work to bring 
about repeal. 

The whole idea, we repeat, is altogether unthinkable. However, we ought 
not to quietly sit by and allow sentiments subversive of the liberty-loving 
spirit of our country to be widely broadcast in this manner. Eternal vigi- 
lance is the price of liberty. To secure the passage of the Equal Rights 
Amendment, we must relentlessly fight any propaganda that may, even jok- 
ingly, hint at the possibility of the repeal of the Suffrage Amendment. 


must help to lift this crushing weight also from the shoulders of our sisters 
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May 12, 1934 


fe HE hundred or more women who 


attended the Anniversary Dinner 


of the Philadelphia Branch of the 
National Woman’s Party at the Woman’s 
City Club of Philadelphia, Thursday, 
April 26, expected something to happen. 
It always does when Sara B. Cummings, 
Chairman, and her fellow-workers for 
Equal Rights are in charge of affairs. 
And they were not disappointed. 


The occasion was one of retrospect in 
regard to the decided advances in pres- 
tige and influence made by the Branch 
through a definite and determined effort 
to gain new members and to organize 
branches throughout the State, and at 
the same time of jubilation that the Equal 
Nationality Bill had been passed unani- 
mously by the House of Representatives. 


Philadelphia had reason to rejoice. Its 
members early and late have been at work 
urging the Pennsylvania members of the 
House to support the Bill. Representative 
Matthew A. Dunn of Pennsylvania was 
among those who spoke for the passage 
of the Bill on the floor of the House. 

The first speaker, Fraülein Maria Hal- 
berstadt of Hamburg, a German refugee, 
spoke of the great need of an organization 
like the National Woman’s Party in Ger- 
many to stem the degradation of women 


which is taking place under the Hitler 


regime. Not only, said Fraülein Halber- 


stadt, are German women being deprived 


of their earning power, but the unmar- 
ried ones are being penalized for not 
marrying and bearing children by making 
the only work available to them domestic 
service or farm labor, for which they re- 
ceive support only, no wages. Fourteen- 
year-old girls must undergo physical ex- 
aminations to determine whether they are 
fit to become mothers. : 
Fraülein Halberstadt expressed the 
view that anti-Feminism has its roots in 
the economic world and that Hitlerism is 
a man’s movement, opposition to which 


Jubilation Keynote Philadelphia 


is severely punished. Women are told that 
it will spoil their physiques to study in 
colleges or work in factories. Only 75 
women in all Germany are allowed to go 
to college in any year, only 50 women 
are allowed to study medicine and only 
50 to study law. Fraiilein Halberstadt 
attributed this sorry state of affairs to 
the fact that German women had prac- 
tically no organizations, Although they 


nad Equal Rights under the German Con- 


stitution, they have been deprived succes- 
sively of their legal rights, their economic 
rights and finally of their rights as hu- 
mans. Formerly in girls’ schools, two- 
thirds of the teachers were women; now 
two-thirds of the teachers are men. 


We must prevent married women from 
being driven out of positions not only to 
protect women but to protect marriage,” 
asserted Mary Winsor of Haverford, 
through whose generosity the annual 
EquaL Ricuts subscription contest is 
made possible. Modern youth, she added, 
is inclined to think lightly of marriage 
and certainly would not think more seri- 
ously of it if the young wife who counted 
on her job to help finance the marriage 
were to lose it. 

Edith Houghton Hooker, Chairman of 
the Maryland Branch, dwelt upon the 
importance of organisation as a bulwark 
of woman’s liberty, recalling Miss Hal- 
berstadt's remarks to bear out her asser- 
tion that it was only through organization 
that women could protect themselves 
against masculine encroachments. She 
urged all who were not. members of the 
Party to join at once and to urge others 
to join, and recalled the fact that 300 
years ago a Maryland woman, Margaret 
Brent, had asked the Colonial Assembly 
for a vote and voice. | 

Mrs. Bradway, Mayor of Wildwood, 
N. J., was much perturbed by the fact 
that the Wildwood Board of Education 
had recently by unanimous resolution dis- 
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charged all married women teachers. 
However, Mrs. Bradway said, she had 
been so much inspired by the speeches of 


Miss Winsor, Mrs. Hooker, and others 


that she would fight to have the married 
women teachers reinstated. She had 


never realized before, she said, how im- 


portant it was to have women in politics 
for themselves. She herself is now being 
subjected to an inquisition by men who 
are investigating every detail of her life, 


her bank accounts, etc., because she has 
dared to appoint women and not kept all 


the positions for men. But she intends 
to keep on fighting. It has been her 
practice, she said, to appoint women 
wherever possible, two of her most im- 
portant appointments having been to put 
a woman on the Sinking Fund Commis- 
sion— the only woman ever to have held 
such a position—and a woman on the 
Board of Education. 


Ella Riegel, known to all members of 


the Party for her long and arduous labors 


for Equal Rights, reviewed the history of 
the Montevideo Conference and spoke of 
the strange unwillingness of Ambassador 
Weddell and the American Delegation to 
help to secure the adoption by the Con- 
ference of the Equality in Nationality 
and Equal Rights Treaties. 

Florence Bayard Hilles, National Vice- 
Chairman of the Party, reviewed the his- 
tory of the Equal Nationality Bill, re- 
calling that it had once been passed by 
both Houses, but not signed, the House 
having adjourned to go to a baseball 
game, so that the whole work had to be 
done all over again. “We must get the 


Senate to pass it this time,” she urged, 


“or we shall have to do it over for the 
third time.” At her suggestion, a resolu- 
tion was passed asking Senator David 
Reed of Pennsylvania to do his utmost to 
have the bill reported out of the Senate 
Committee and thanking him for the ex- 
cellent work he had already done in be- 
half of the measure. 


Was Only 


ment! No wonder there was ex- 

citement in the ranks of the Wom- 
an’s Party. The suggestion came from 
one Ham Dalton, commentator of the 
General Broadcasting System, whose an- 
nouncer states that he broadcasts from 
his “study” in the St. James Hotel in 
Philadelphia. 


The General Broadcasting System con- } 


trols stations WOL in Washington, 
WCBM in Baltimore, WDEL in Wilming- 
ton, WPEN in Philadelphia and WFAB 
in New York. Members of the Party who 
listened in at these stations were aghast 


R EPEAL of the Nineteenth Amend- 


rat the boldness of the intimation that 


the security of the Suffrage Amendment 
was in danger. It will, no doubt, interest 
them still more to learn that the sugges- 
tion followed upon a letter which was 
sent Mr. Dalton by Florence Elizabeth 
Kennard of Baltimore, an ardent sup- 
porter of Equal Rights, in which she calls 
his attention to the fact that President 
Roosevelt in May, 1933, sent telegrams 
to the Governors of thirteen industrial 
States, asking them to pass laws similar 
to the Wald Bill which prescribes a mini- 
mum wage for women and minors in New 
York State, although the Supreme Court 


has on more than one occasion declared 
such laws to be unconstitutional. 

However, the letters explain themselves. 
With one or two eliminations of matters 
extraneous to the issue, we print them in 
their dated sequence: 


1701 Linden Avenue, 
Baltimore, Md., 
April 15, 1934. 


Mr. Hamilton Dalton, 
St. James Hotel, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


My pear Mr. Darton: 


Your announcer, “Bill Bailey,” a 
week or so ago invited your radio 
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audience to write for excerpts of your 
broadcasts if they so desired. 

I am one of those who would ap- 
preciate those excerpts very much— 
not because I agree with you, but be- 
cause I should like to go over your 
speeches more carefully and thought- 
fully 

According to the present trend of 
thought in general and your thought 
in particular—no matter how honest- 
ly one may differ with the policy of 
the Administration or how troubled 
one may be over the final outcome of 
all this reckless outpouring of public 
funds—if you dare to differ audibly 
you are called a traitor, a slacker, a 
chiseler, a sniper, a grouch, a vicious 
enemy and other endearing terms, 
and so also with you any honest criti- 
cism, any honest doubt, any pointing 
out of discrepancies in the present 
governmental policy merits only your 
scorn, contempt, derision. 

I will point out just one discrep- 
ancy before I cease from troubling. 
As far back as 1923 the Supreme 
Court had declared a minimum wage 
law for women and minors, passed by 
Congress for the District of Colum- 


bia, unconstitutional. Later similar 


laws in Arizona and Arkansas were 
declared unconstitutional by that 
same august body. New York State 
on May 1, 1933, passed the Wald 


Bill, backed by the A. F. of L., a mini- 


mum wage bill for women and minors. 
President Roosevelt immediately on 
the passage of this bill sent telegrams 
to the Governors of thirteen other 
industrial States urging them to ob- 
tain like legislation. Is it becoming 
for the Chief Executive of the nation 
to try to bring pressure to bear on 
the enactment of State legislation 
which the highest court in the land 
has declared untenable? If the peo- 
ple begin to lose faith in the author- 
ity of the Supreme Court, will there 
be much left to which they can pin 
their faith? I am citing this incon- 
sistency for herein is involved a prin- 
ciple for which I am working and in 
which I unquestionably believe, to 


wit: that men and women shall have 


Equal Rights throughout the United 
States and every place subject to its 
jurisdiction. 

However, I could go on and bring 
out other irreconcilable facts regard- 
ing the Administration but—my let- 
ter is already too long—your very 
efficient secretary will probably con- 
sign it to the waste basket. 

I’m sorry your radio time has been 


. changed—your broadcasting coming 


as it did, at the end of long, worried, 
busy days made delightful bedtime 
stories. 

Very sincerely yours, 


FLORENCE ELIzABETH KENNARD. 
* * 


HAMILTON DALTON 


Commentator 
General Broadcasting System 


April 17, 1934. 
Dear Miss KENNARD: : 
Thanks for your letter—that you 
do not agree with my views is neither 
unnatural nor alarming. The world 
is large enough—thank goodness— 
for all viewpoints. ... 
Please send me at once complete 
details of subject you mention as in- 


volving principle for which you are 
working. If it possesses substance 


indicated by your letter, I shall be 


happy to draw public attention to it. 

My secretary destroys no mail— 
smart enough to realize that I am ut- 
terly dependent upon radio audience, 
and others for assistance in prepar- 
ing broadcasts. 

My function is to wake people up— 
not to lull them to sleep — hence 
change in time. 

Thanks again for your letter, and 


INTELLIGENCE WILL FIND A WAY 


“I would rather have one woman back 
of something than half a dozen men, be- 
cause women will speak out and say what 
they think. I feel that women today are 
bound to have their say regardless of 
what the laws are, because intelligence 
will always find a way to express itself. 
The unintelligent cannot control the in- 
telligent and today women have too much 
sense and are too well posted about the 
economic laws to have their rights and 
privileges taken away from them.” 


‘—Hacerpt from a letter written by E. 
Marshall Rust of the Rust Engineering 
Company, Washington, D. C., to Florence 
Elizabeth Kennard, Corresponding Secre- 
tary of the Maryland Branch of the Wom-| 
an’s Party. Miss Kennard had written 
the General Broadcasting Company to 
protest against a broadcast by Hamilton 
Dalton in which there was an intimation 
that a movement was afoot to repeal the 
Nineteenth Amendment. .Mr. Dalton read 
Miss Kennard’s protest over the radio, and 
Mr. Rust’s letter to Miss Kennard followed. 


please rush details on question Equal 
Rights of men and women. 
Cordially, 
(Signed) Ham DALTON. 

HAMILTON DALTON. 
* * 


1701 Linden Avenue, 


Baltimore, Md., 
April 24, 1934. 
My peak Mn. Darton: 

Now that the tumult and the shout- 
ing have died away, I’m answering 
your broadside against the Nineteenth 
Amendment. It was certainly not 
a reply to the facts sent you at your 
request dealing with one of the in- 
consistencies of the present Adminis- 
tration, viz: the minimum wage for 
women and minors. 

Perhaps you do not know that 
women were working for a livelihood 
long before the passage of the Suffrage 
Amendment, therefore the Nineteenth 
Amendment and the minimum wage 
for women are separate and distinct 


issues. 


Now for the rebuttal: 


Women were thrown out into the 


economic world many years before 
the granting of suffrage—big, strong, 
heroic man came into the home and 
took away her work—spinning, weav- 
ing, sewing, preserving, canning, soap 
making, candle making, hatt making, 
dress making, etc.—there was money 
in it for him—she had labored and 
striven long hours and far into the 
night without pay with Grandpa’s 
heel upon her neck while he (grand- 
pa) mouthed,“Woman is man’s guard- 
ian angel; she must be placed upon a 
pedestal.” Oh, yes, gallant lip ser- 


vice was given the female in the days 


of yore but the masculine treatment 
of her wasn’t so pretty. 


> 


Equal Rights 


Women get just as hungry as men, 
just as cold, just as sick. 

Who then will support her if jobs 
with a decent living wage are denied 
her? 

You who cry loudly against suf- 
frage, against economic independence 
for women, against the right of every 
free-born American woman for social 


justice? I think NOT. 


You accuse women of “civic lazi- 
ness.“ 

Turn the spotlight on your own 
sex! 

Does every male perform his civic 
duty? 

Does every male exercise his right 
of franchise? : 

Do all men leap gladly to the fore 
when called for jury service? 

Do all men stand for civic right- 
eousness and make every effort to 
clean up rotten municipal politics? 

Are all men pure, never tainting 
their fingers with graft, actuated 
only by the highest motives in the 
discharge of their civic duties? 

We are human beings — men and 
women alike, no better, no worse— 
motivated by the same impulses, the 
same desires, the same weaknesses 
and foibles, fighting the same battles 
—struggling most of us for a decent 
livelihood. 

You would class women lower than 
the ignorant foreigner, the illiterates, 
the degenerates—you would disfran- 


chise her but expect her to be taxed 
without representation—expect her to 


pay her full share of man’s extra- 
gance in Government—you who shoot 


your stuff night after night over the 
air and are hot for new deals of all 


sorts, would hand out a vicious old 
deal to your comrade and friend 
woman. Such is man’s perfidy. 

Why give woman a seat in the 
street car if you are going to grouch 
about it? Perhaps she’s so stunned 
by this gallant act as to be rendered 
speechless. It is only a meaningless 
gesture, anyway. The finest courtesy 
a man can show a woman is to give 
her the same legal breaks that he 
himself enjoys, give her equal oppor- 
tunities for service. 

Your opinions are neither new nor 
strange—are held by many men whose 
vision is beclouded by their colossal 
masculine superiority complex. 

I admire your line of reasoning, I 
admire the contempt in which you 
hold women, I admire your ideals of 
liberty, justice and freedom for all, 
so much that what I strongly sus- 
pected before, has now become a cer- 
tainty — your. jaundiced. views are 
worth exactly—nothing. 

Very sincerely, 
FLorRENCcE EvizaBeTH KENNARD. 

P. S. — Why not take the next boat 
to Germany? Mn unp Here Hitter. 

Second P. S.—perhaps you were 
only spoofing. 


HAMILTON DALTON 
Commentator 
General Broadcasting System 
April 26, 1934. 
Miss Florence Elizabeth Kennard, 
1701 Linden Avenue, | | 
Baltimore, Md. 
Miss NARD: 
Your letter a welcome dig before 
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more or less 
ly, at a local horse show! 

I was thus prepared—if prepara- 
tion were needed after the bombard- 
ment of letters following my suffrage 
broadcasts—for the personal assaults 
that were made by members of your 
sex in the audience. 

Believe me it was a grand experi- 
ence! 

How very strange that YOU should 


have been so taken in. The last P. S. 
was intelligent! 
I am afraid that you do not under- 
stand how one reaches a maximum 
audience in this radio business! You 
are not alone in that ignorance—I 
occupy a front seat but I am experi- 
menting, and when you hear your 
April 24 letter on the air, you’ll prob- 
ably see how. 
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By the way, were you quite alone 
when you heard the broadcast against — 
the Nineteenth Amendment? 

None of this levity is to be con- 
strued as lessening the sincere debt 
of gratitude I owe you for your con- 
sistent interest in my humble efforts 
to stir people to deeper thought. 

Gratefully, 
(Signed) Ham DALTON. 


Senator Copeland Broadcasts Nationality Views 


in Congress from New York, is due 

the credit for having introduced the 
Equal Nationality Bill in the House, and 
to Senator Royal S. Copeland, also of 
New York, for having presented it in the 
Senate. 


T O Samuel Dickstein, Representative 


A few days after the unanimous pas- 


sage of the Bill by the House, Senator 
Copeland, in an interview by Mathilde 
Bahar, gave his views on why the Senate 
should immediately follow suit and pass 
the Bill in the following broadcast: 
Announcer : 

The fight for women’s rights still goes 
on. After 12 years of struggle, the House 
of Representatives has passed the Equal 
Nationality Bill, removing the last bar- 
rier in women’s fight for equality in na- 
tionality, for themselves 11 their chil- 
dren. 

The National Woman's Party and 12 
other “leading national women's organi- 


zations, are carrying on a relentless battle 


against these final discriminations be 
tween the sexes, 

Let us listen in, while the Honorable 
Royal S. Copeland, the distinguished Sen- 
ator from New York, and one of the spon- 
sors of the Bill in the Senate, is inter- 
viewed by Mathilde Bahar, a member of 
the Congressional Committee of the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party. 

Question: Senator Copeland, the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party are mindful of the 
fact that you are doing all you can to 
have the Equal Nationality Bill, for 
which women have worked so long, pass 
the Senate without delay. What in your 
opinion are the chances for the measure 
passing this session? 

Answer: The Equality Nationality Bill, 

which I have been glad to sponsor, pro- 
vides for such simple justice to American 
women, in regard to transmitting nation- 
ality to their children on the same terms 
as men, that I cannot believe that it will 
be delayed by any American who has the 
welfare of his country and its women at 
heart. 
Moreover, all leading national organi- 
zations of women believe in this Bill, and 
we Senators are receiving many letters 
and telegrams about this measure. 

Question: As a champion for women’s 
equality rights, will you tell us of the 
great struggle the women of America had 


in acquiring gradually their present posi- 
tion? 

' Answer: As you know, women won the 
right to vote in 1920. Two years later 


the Cable Act was passed by the Congress 


of 1922, and was intended to establish 
Equal Rights in nationality, but it was 
found that certain amendments were 
needed to accomplish this end. 

In 1930, and again in 1931, equalizing 
amendments were passed by the Congress. 


The present Bill would remove the last 


discriminations against women in our 
nationality laws. 

Question: Will you sum up the main 
provisions of the Equal Nationality Bill 
that is now before the Senate? 


Answer: The most important provision 
is that the Bill, when enacted, will give 
the mother the same right to transmit na- 
tionality to her minor child, born abroad, 


of an alien father,-that a man now has, 


when his child is born abroad, and the 
mother is a foreigner. 


A few other minor discriminations in 
the present law would also be repealed 


by this Bill, in order to equalize existing 


law, and establish at every point the prin- 
ciple of equal nationality rights between 


men and women citizens. 


Question: Senator, the Women of 
America feel that, in fighting for the Bill, 
they have been fighters for the best tradi- 
tions of our country, along the principle 
of nationality. What, in your opinion, is 
the traditional policy of our government 
toward nationality? | 

Answer: The United States has taken 
a stand before the world for equality in 
nationality. We have five times announced 
to the world our support of equality be- 
tween men and women in nationality : 

Once, in 1930, in a vote by the United 
States delegation at the World Conference 
on the Codification of International Law 
at The Hague; 

Once again, in the same year, in a vote 
by the House of Representatives ; 

Once, in 1931, in a letter from our Sec- 
retary of State, to the League of Natious; : 

Once, in 1932, in a second letter from 
the Secretary of State to the League; 

And once, in December, 1933, when the 
United States, under the leadership of 
Secretary Hull, signed a Nationality 
Treaty at Montevideo, which provides for 


Equality in Nationality for both men jane 


women. 


Question: As an authority on inter- 
national law, can you tell us, Senator, 
what is the attitude of other countries 
toward nationality of their women 
eitizens? 

Answer: Almost all countries are rec- 
ognizing the right of women to keep their 


_ citizenship after marriage. Many of them 


have gone further, and recognize that 
women must have absolute equality of 
citizenship, which includes the right to 
transmit their citizenship to their chil- 
dren. In 13 countries, mothers are given 
absolutely. Equal Rights with fathers to 
transmit nationality to the minor child. 
There is not one Great Power today, that 
compels women citizens to assume the 
nationality of their alien husbands, under 
all circumstances. There is a definite 
trend in world legislation, for Equality in 
Nationality for both mien and ‘women, 
Question: What was it that first at- 
tracted your interest to the problem of 


equality rights for women? 


Answer: There have been many heart- 
breaking difficulties arising through a 
mother’s enforced separation from her 
child, because of her inability to give her 
citizenship to her child. 

I am thinking particularly of an Amer- 
ican woman, now living in the United 
States. This woman married a native 
of Germany, while on an extended visit 
there. 

While there, she gave birth to a child, 
and later, she, the child, and her husband, 
came to the United States to live. Neither 
she nor her husband gave any thought to 
the possible alien status of the child, 
because the mother assumed it was Amer- 
ican, since she herself was an American- 
born woman. 

But the fact of the matter was that, 
since the father was a German, and had 
not adopted United States citizenship, he 
was still an alien, and the child was there- 
fore considered by our Government as an 


alien, in spite of the American nationality 


of his mother. 

In the course of time, the boy, her son, 
was arrested for several offenses, like 
stealing a trifle off a push-cart, and break- 
ing a window with a baseball — petty, 
minor offenses. He was ordered deported 
as an alien. 
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His mother was distracted. She pleaded 
that the boy was just as much her son 
as her husband’s, and that it was just 
as logical to regard the boy’s allegiance 


as American, because of her birthright, — 


as to consider him German, because of 
her husband’s. But the law provides 
that citizenship of minors descends from 
the male parent only, and therefore ruled 
that the boy was a German, like his 
father, and not an American like 225 
mother. 

And so the mother was left facing the 
eruel, impersonal fact, that her son was 
being taken away from her, because the 
male carries with him certain rights 
which are unequal, unfair and unneces- 
sary. The boy has been sent back to Ger- 


many, where he is a stranger to its people, 


its language, and its customs, while his 


native-born mother grieves for him here. 


Nothing really was the matter with the 


boy. 

In contrast to that situation, consider 
the status of the child of an American 
father—instead of an American mother. 
Under precisely the same circumstances 
as those just detailed, he would not be 
deported, because as the offspring of an 
American father, he himself would be 
considered an American citizen. 


Question: Senator, do you think that 


the other members of the Senate view the 
problem of equality rights from the same 
human point of view as you do? 

Answer: I feel that they do. For not 


Equal Rights 


one of them, if his daughter married a 


foreigner, would want his grandchild to 
be unable to inherit the right to his 
American citizenship. 

Question: May I suggest that, in pass- 
ing the Bill, the Senate will express the 
sentiment, not only of the women of our 
great country, but the men as well. 

Answer: I, too, feel that the American 
man bends backward in being just and 
considerate to his women-folk. 


Senator Copeland, I am sure that the 
hundreds and thousands, who have lis- 
tened in to your interesting and enlighten- 
ing answers, will appreciate the stand 
you have taken for the rights of the wom- 
en of America, Thank you. 


elly Merino Carvallo Asks Some Hispanic American 
Statesmen About Feminist Progress 


ELLY MERINO CARVALLO, who 

edits in Buenos Aires the bi- 
monthly, Mujeres de América, has 
a sparkling article in the current issue 
on the Feminist barometer in the 
Americas. 

Let's see what the heads of the dele- 
gations at the Pan American Conference 
in Montevideo have to say,” she suggests; 
and plunges forthwith into a report of 
the interviews she held with them. She 
‘refrains from extended comment of her 
own, letting persons interviewed speak 
for themselves. 

The cautious comments of some indi- 


vidual diplomats make all the more ; 


notable, and all the more significant, the 
Feminist triumph in the Conference 
proper; and renew one’s faith in the 
ability of American women, North and 


South, to attain whatever goal they decide 


to take by storm. 
We translate the following items from 
Nelly Merino Carvallo’s account: 


PANAMA 

„Women in Panama,” Dr. Demostenes 
Arosemena, Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
said to me [she reports], “for the past five 
years have been independent and have 
enjoyed Equal Rights. They administer 
their own property, which signifies ability 
to protect their own interests. The con- 
trary would be an injustice, opening the 
way to many abuses.” 


“But I suppose, Mr. Minister, that 


women in Panama want the right to 

“Yes, indeed, women are working hard 
to obtain suffrage. In the last Assembly, 
the Houses presented a law authorizing 
woman suffrage, a law which could not be 
enacted at that time because Congress had 
closed its sessions. 


CoLOMBIA 
According to the statement of Dr. Al- 


By Muna Lee 


fonso Lopez, who. headed the Colombian 
delegation, there is not a marked Femin- 
ist awakening in his country. There are 
still found certain archaisms, hangovers 
of the old colonial culture. 

Recently, with the change of govern- 
ment,” he said, “women have begun to 
evince interest in Feminist problems, be- 
cause these are involved in the program 
of the Liberal Party, the party in power. 
But ... it is the first time,” emphasized 
Dr. Lopez. “So far, there is no demand 
for the vote.... For my own part, I 
am convinced that the deficiencies of men 
in South America have been due in large 


part to lack of preparation for co- 


operating with them on the part of the 
women. 


DoMINICAN REPUBLIC 

Dr. Tulio M. Cestero, head of the Domi- 
nican delegation, said: 

In the field of education . . we have 
an outstanding group of women 
I do not believe it an exaggeration to say 
that the cultural progress of our people 
is due in great part to our women... .” 

“And in the matter of legislation re- 
garding women?” 

“Until the Constitution is amended, the 
right of woman suffrage cannot be 


granted; but the President has promised 


to have a trial vote as an experiment... .” 

Our information is that President Tru- 
jillo is to issue a decree calling women 
to the polls during the present year. These 
elections will determine whether or not 
a law providing for women suffrage shall 
be enacted in the near future... 


BoLIVIA 
One of Bolivia's most eminent men, Dr. 
Casto Rojas, financier, writer, and states- 
man, headed that Republic’s delegation. ... 
“I do not need many words,” he said, 


“ to explain the evolution of womanhood 
in my country. It is enough to cite the 
upheaval made by the War of the Chaco 
in all the nation’s activities, as evidence 
that Bolivian women have necessarily 
shared the social process of the Repub- 
lic. . . . Bolivian women play a signifi- 
cant part during the difficult period 
through which our country is passing... .” 

“And in political affairs and woman’s 
rights, has there been a significant evolu- 
tion?” 

“The central government, as well as the 
different political parties, is fervently re- 
solved to give women political rights. For 
the present, the probability is that they 
will be granted the right to vote and to 
be elected in municipal elections. This 
will be the first step, a forerunner of what 
is to come... .” 


NICARAGUA 


The Nicaraguan Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, Dr. Leonardo Arguello, received 
us cordially in spite of the obligations of 
protocol and the multiple demands of 
press correspondents. 

„We are preparing the way,“ ‘i said. 
“Women will emancipate themselves. 
They will have equal political rights when 
we amend the Constitution. Women in 
Nicaragua have been infected with the 
spiritual unrest of women throughout 
Hispanic America. And their ambition 
is justified. There is no reason for keep- 
ing them isolated, non-participants in 
public life... .” 

“In our country, geography plays a 
great part in feminine characteristics. 
While the women of Quito are tranquil 
by temperament, in harmony with their 
lofty mountains and blossoming meadows, 
the women of Guayaquil, women of the 
seaport, have an innate vivacity, a well- 
defined spiritual unrest.” 

With these words Dr. Augusto Aguirre 
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May 12, 1934 


Aparicio, head of the Ecuadorian one | 


tion, began. 
“Tell me something about the political 
situation of women in Ecuador, doctor: 


that is a question of lively interest.” 


„Women in Ecuador have already voted 
in two elections. At the present moment 
they are preparing to take part in the 


presidential elections on the 15th of this 


month [January]. Our women work in- 
telligently and unselfishly for the — 


good; they are particularly interested in 
social welfare projects. 


MeExIco 


A young man, tempered to the modern 
spirit, headed the Mexican delegation, 
Dr. Juan Manuel Puig Casauranc..... 

“What is the prevailing present ten- 
dency in Mexico, Mr. Minister?” 

“A tremendous movement toward the 
Left. Everything is being made over. 
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The needs of the people are the basis. Our 


obsession is to build up on a foundation 
of solid democracy.” 

“And women?” 

“Their evolution has been great; not 
politically, but socially. . .” 

“And votes for women?” 

“We will grant the vote, a just femin- 
ine aspiration, only when we are con- 
vinced that the movement toward the 
Left is W complete 


Equality Nationality World-Wide Trend 


N his able analysis of the Equal Na- 
| tionality Bill, H. R. 3673, which he 

introduced into the House, Represen- 
tative Samuel Dickstein of New York 
under whose leadership, after many vicis- 
situdes, the Bill has been unanimously 
passed by the House, spoke of the dissemi- 
nation of the principle of Equality in Na- 
tionality all over the world. 


“The constant trend of world legisla- 
tion on nationality,” he declared, “is to- 
ward the full recognition of the right 
of equality in nationality for both men 
and women. 


“The fact is,“ Mr. Dickstein continued, 
“that, since 1922, the following nations 
have recognized the propriety of {that 
principle by radically amending their 
nationality laws toward giving women 
equality of citizenship in their own right: 
Great Britain, Canada, France, Spain, 
Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Finland, Ice- 
land, Belgium, Estonia, Rumania, Jugo- 
slavia, Turkey, China, Persia, and Al- 
bania. Great Britain, in November, 1933, 
followed the lead of Canada (in 1932) in 
granting to its women the absolute right 
to retain their British nationality in cer- 
tain circumstances on marrying an alien. 
Many nations had recognized this right 
prior to action by ~~ United States in 
1922. 

Chile, Paraguay Uruguay, 
and the Soviet Union have already fully 
equalized nationality rights in all respects 
between men and women. 


“The Equal Nationality Treaty, recently 
signed by all the 21 States of the Pan 


American Union, at Montevideo, will, 
when ratified, give full equality on all 
matters pertaining to nationality, includ- 
ing naturalization and immigration, to 
the men and women of the Pan American 
Union. 


As to the objection that every im- 
portant nation holds that a child takes 
the nationality of his father,’ the follow- 
ing 13 countries—Argentina, Chile, Co- 
lombia, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, 


Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, the 


Soviet Union, Turkey, Uruguay, and 
Venezuela—give to the mother absolutely 
Equal Rights with the father to transmit 
nationality to the minor legitimate child. 
As to the statement that ‘every other 
nation except the United States holds 
that the wife takes the nationality of her 
husband,’ as a matter of fact, only 22 
of the 77 principal countries of the world 
—Afghanistan, Bolivia, Czechoslovakia, 
Germany, Australia, British India, Irish 
Free State, Newfoundland, New Zealand, 
South Africa, Haiti, Hedjaz, Honduras, 
Hungray, Iraq, Lichtenstein, Luxembourg, 
Netherlands, Palestine, San Marino, 
Transjordania, and Vatican City, but in 
several of these countries laws giving 
men and women equal nationality rights 
are now being drafted by their govern- 
ments—compel their women citizens to 
assume the nationality of their alien hus- 
bands under all circumstances. None of 
them are classed among the great powers. 

“Of the remaining 55 countries of the 
civilized world, 14 countries—the United 
States, Argentina, Brazil, Chile, China, 


Colombia, Cuba, Liberia, Panama, Para- 
guay, Peru, Uruguay, Turkey, and the 
Soviet Union—give their women citizens 


the absolute right to retain their nation- 


ality under all circumstances on marriage 
to an alien. | 

“Six more countries—Albania, Belgium, 
Estonia, Guatemala, Rumania, and Jugo- 
slavia—give a woman citizen, on marriage 
to an alien, the right to retain her na- 
tionality if she takes legal action to pre- 
serve it. 

“In the remaining 35 6 
dorra, Austria, Bulgaria, Canada, Costa 
Rica, Danzig, Denmark, Dominican Re- 
public, Ecuador, Egypt, Ethiopia, Fin- 
land, France, Great Britain, Greece, Ice- 
land, Italy, Japan, Latvia, Lebanon, Lith- 
uania, Mexico, Monaco, Nicaragua, Nor- 
way, Persia, Poland, Portugal, El Salva- 
dor, Siam, Spain; Sweden, Switzerland, 
Syria, and Venezuela — women citizens 
lose their nationality on marriage to an 
alien only under certain circumstances. 

“As to the problem of dual nationality 
raised as an objection to the equalization 
of our own laws, it is of interest to 
note that of the 58 countries which auto- 
matically confer citizenship on alien wom- 


en who marry their nationals, more than 


half of them give their own women the 


right to retain their own nationality on 


marrying aliens. Dual nationality is a 
problem that can be settled only by treaty 
action between nations, but the fact that 
this complication exists—for men as well 
as women—is no fair reason for any coun- 
try, under its own laws, to deny justice 
and n to women.“ 


News from the Field 


| Atlantic City Beckons 
LANS are under way for a Regional 
Conference of the Woman’s Party, 
Saturday and Sunday, June 9 and 10, in 
Atlantic City. 
Members of the Party all over the coun- 


try are invited, as well as those from 


States contiguous to New Jersey. The 
theme of the Conference will be “Organ- 
izing for Equal Rights.” 

The Conference proper will begin Satur- 
day at 2 P. M., although it is suggested 


that those planning to attend take ad- 
vantage of Atlantic City week-end rates 
and arrive on Friday. The executive com- 
mittee of the Conference—consisting of 
Arabel Clark of Philadelphia, chairman ; 
Sara B. Cummings, president of the Phila- 
delphia Branch of the Party; Anne 
Townsend of Philadelphia, treasurer; 
Amelia H. Walker, chairman of the Mary- 
land Branch; and Rosalie Murtagh of 


Philadelphia, secretary—will meet Friday 
night. 


Following the business session, Satur- 
day at 2 P. M., there will be a dinner at 
7 P. M., the speakers to be announced 
later. On Sunday, at 10 A. M., the Stu- 
dents’ Council will be in charge of the 
program, followed by a luncheon. The 
Sunday afternoon session will be devoted 
to a discussion of the problems of the 
Industrial Council and of the Business 
and Professional Women’s Council. 

Members of the Party are asked to con- 


sider the delightful possibilities of a 
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week-end at Atlantic City at one of the 


most beautiful seasons of the year, com- 
bined with the opportunity to participate . 


in a conclave that will strengthen the 
Party organization, and at the same time 
will enable them to draw inspiration 
from discussions and speeches by Party 
workers and leaders. 

Special railroad and hotel rates are be- 
ing arranged and will be announced later. 


Annie S. McGee Jackson 
| N THD passing of Mrs. McGee Jackson, 
the National Woman’s Party has lost 
one of its pioneer members. 


Of French-Irish parentage, she was 
born May 4, 1873, in Chester, Pennsyl- 
vania, and died in Linwood, Pennsylvania, 
in her sixty-first year. She is survived 
by six brothers, four children, ten grand- 
children and one great-grandchild. | 


She received a public school education, 
but her wide contact with women whose 
lives were hampered by social injustices 
gave her a firm background of experience, 
which was of great value to her in her 
work for the cause of freedom for women. 

Being of strong physique, she was al- 
ways ready to help those in need, irre- 
spective of creed or color, and gave freely 
of her strength and spirit to the utmost. 

She became interested in the cause in 
1912 and attended many street meetings 
and stood by as a tower of strength to 
the speaker, and interested many of 
friends and neighbors in the work. 

She had much pleasure in taking part 
in the demonstrations and in attending 
conventions, and she was always alert to 
defend the cause. 


During the World War, she was em- 
ployed as an operator on a coal-grinding 
machine in the General Chemical Works 
in Claymont, Delaware. It had been pre- 
viously operated by a man. 

During the epidemic in 1918, she 
worked as a volunteer nurse in buildings 
used as temporary hospitals. 

When the call came from the National 
Woman’s Party for its members to per- 
form, picket duty, while President Wilson 
was abroad making addresses for freedom 
of the people there, and ignoring the 
pleas for freedom for women in the 


United States, she, knowing that a sen- 


tence in jail and an accompanying hun- 
ger strike would be an aid to the aan, 
answered the call. 

She adjusted her domestic affairs, jour- 
neyed hopefully to Washington and did 
her duty. She was arrested and served 
her sentence. 
experience and described in her demon- 
strative way many of the petty annoy- 
ances to which the suffragists were sub- 
jected while in jail; and in so doing 
gained sympathy for the cause and inter- 
ested many people in it. 

After the passage of the Nineteenth 


She enjoyed relating her 


ww er v 


Amendment, she still remained non-par- 


tisan and voted for those candidates who 


were interested in measures for the com- 
mon good. 

During the funeral services at the grave, 
a bunch of white carnations, tied with 
the colors purple, white and gold, sent 
from the Delaware Branch, was laid upon 
the casket as it was lowered into the 
grave. 

She was anew: to her last resting place 
by her six brothers, who were also ardent 


EQUAL RIGHTS INTERNATIONAL 
Geneva, Rue Butini, 3 


April 7, 1934. 
Miss Doris Stevens, 
Inter American Commission of Women, 
Pan American Union, 
Washington, D. C., U. S. A. 
Dear Miss Stevens: 


The officers of the Equal Rights Inter- 
national, meeting on April 3, 1934, em- 
powered me, as Chairman of the E. R. I., 
to express to you their great admiration 
for your indefatigable work to obtain that 
equality for men and women under the 
law which is also the object of the E. R. I. 
In particular, at this time, they offer 
Fou cordial congratulations on having ob- 
tained the signature by the overwhelming 
majority of the members of the Pan 
American Conference, of a treaty which 
will assure equality in all that concerns 
the rights of nationality. — 

They regret the expression, in Resolu- 
tion XIX of the Pan American rn 
ence, of an opinion contrary to the trea hota 
which would give a more 2 eq 
ity but, again, most cordially congratulate 
you upon the skill and persistence which 
turned this seeming check into an actual 
victory. Pat rejoice to hear of the sign- 


ghts Inter- 
national is also a — 

All those, the world ¢ over, who, as does 
the Inter American Commission of Women 
under your fearless and tireless leader- | 
ship, believe in the world’s need of a 
raised status for women, equal at every 
point to the status of men, are heartened 
by your moral victory and technically 
helped by its practical expression. a 

With renewed congratulations and the 
most cordial good wishes | 
Yours very sincerely, — 

(Signed) Helen A. Archdale, 
Chairman. 


supporters of the cause of suffrage for 
women. 

The National Woman’s Party was rep- 
resented at her funeral by Florence Bay- 
ard Hilles, First Vice-President of the 
Party, and Mrs. M. E. Brown of the Dela- 
ware Branch. | 


Warning to British Women 
HE Open Door Council in annual 


meeting assembled recently passed a 


resolution calling upon the women of 
Great Britain to realize how widespread 
is the danger which threatens them with 
the loss of those rights and liberties 
which have been so dearly won. 

The Council points out that political 
parties have arisen in other countries, 
and may gain strength in Great Britain, 
which exclude women from their lists of 
parliamentary candidates, thus depriving 
them of political equality; that Socialist 


as well as other political parties in all 


— 


Treaty for which the Equal R 


1 A new leaflet, The Case for Women 


Equal ‘Riglite 


countries support restrictions on women’s 


- earning power, thus depriving them of 


economic equality; and further that the 
world-wide unemployment crisis is in 
many countries being used as an excuse 
to turn women out of paid work on ac- 
count of marriage, thus depriving them 
directly of the right to marry and earn, 
and indirectly tending to deprive them 
of equal education and training. 

The resolution further points out that 
many married women will now be in a 
worse position in Great Britain than they 
were before the passing of the Married 
Women’s Property Acts, if they are put 
in a position where they are not even al- 
lowed to earn at all. * 

It calls on the women of all parties to 
unite in the defense of their right to 
equal status, pay and opportunities, so 
that in the 20th century world which will 
emerge from the present time of ‘crisis 
and transition they may enjoy full politi- 
cal, civic and economic rights with other 
adult citizens. 


National Council Meets 
HE National Council of the National 
Woman’s Party met Saturday and 
Sunday at Alva Belmont House, national 
headquarters of the Party, in Washing- 
ton. Sarah T. Colvin of St. Paul, Minne- 


sota, National Chairman, who is spending 


some time at Alva Heimont House, pre- 
sided. 


Dismissal of ene | 

HE Executive Committee of the Wom- 

en’s International League for Peace 
and Freedom, meeting in Geneva in 
March, 1934, is much disturbed by the 
developments in many countries where 
more and more under pretext of the eco- 
nomie crisis women are dismissed from 
office or refused employment and are thus 
robbed, together with their dependents, of 
all means of livelihood. 

Not sex, but ability, knowledge and 
skill, it is held, should be decisive in the 
choice of a person for an office or a job. 

Even in times of economic crisis and 
political disturbance, women have the 


same right to earn their living as men. 


Jurors,” is now ready and may be or- 
dered for 25 cents a copy from the 

Literature Chairman, National Woman's 
Party, Washington. Quantities may be 
obtained at reduced rates, 25 copies for 
$3, 50 copies for $5. The leaflet is based 
on answers to a questionnaire sent to 
judges and lawyers in States where 
women serve on juries. 


| DAY PRINTING COMPANY 
PUBLICATIONS AND BOOKS 
600 East Lombard Street 
Baltimore, Md. 
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